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THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK: "For The Lord of the Rings is a parable of power and its corrupting
influence, a veritable dramatization of Lord Acton's famous axiom that ‘power tends to corrupt and
absolute power corrupts absolutely’, as he put it in a letter to Mandell Creighton, bishop of London,
sometime in the nineteenth century. In that same letter he also said, less famously: 'Great men are
almost always bad men, even when they exercise influence and not authority" — an observation that
echoes the way Tolkien's characters embody this theme of the inherent evil of power.'"

~— "Sauron in Washington", Justin Raimondo Antiwar.com December 27th, 2001

''PEOPLES' BANK" TAKES SHAPE by Jeremy Lee:

While Australia's Labor Party flounders around in an ever-decreasing circle, a few positive moves are
being made across the Tasman. The first tentative signs of a withdrawal from reliance on foreign
ownership and capital are beginning to appear.

 

 

The Kiwibank, to hoots of uneasy derision from the private money-lenders, is being put into place,
with a number of Post Offices to act as agencies. Next month the new peoples' bank, wholly New
Zealand-owned, will obtain its full banking licence. The first branches will open in Palmerston North
and Hawke's Bay, to be followed in April and May by branches in 140 Post-owned outlets. The bank
will concentrate on low fees and basic face-to-face service.

The move has already resulted in responses from the private trading banks:

" wdn December, Australian-owned ANZ extended its opening hours to the two Saturdays before
Christmas in 33 of its New Zealand branches and this month introduced a no-frills bank accountfor
existing customers. An ANZ spokesman said Kiwibank was not the main motivation for the new
account .... But this cut little ice with Kiwibank's political champion, Mr. Jim Anderton, New Zealand's
Deputy Prime Minister and leader of the left-wing government coalition partner, Alliance. 'The
Australian banks should be explaining why they can afford to reduce theirfees now, when they couldn't
afford to do it until the prospect ofcompetition from Kiwibank arrived,' he said ...."” (The Australian
Financial Review, 1/2/02)

In a way current moves in New Zealand are a modern re-play of the moves in Australia for a "peoples'
bank" 100 years earlier. The move in Australia was described by its main champion, King O'Malley, in
the Federal Parliament in September 1909 in these words:
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"We have before us the greatest question that has yet been submittedfor our consideration. It involves
Australia's national supremacy infinance, and the peace, good government andprosperity ofgenerations
yet unborn. I have laid down my scheme because I am a banker. If I did not understand it, and if I
had not had experience among some of the cleverestfinancial men that America has everproduced, I
should not have presumed to submit it to the house. This is no party matter. I am not speaking as a
Labor man, or as a Government man, but as.an Australian for the whole Commonwealth in order to
see ifwe cannot devise some scheme that will overcome the complexity ofmodernfinance with benefit
to the people......"

It seems clear that today's ALP is a rudderless wreck. Either it is going to get back to its own roots,
or it will die. If Simon Crean was to issue a genuine challenge to the increasing foreign domination
of Australia the popularity of his party would surge. If he simply reminded people of the great
achievements of the Labor Party in starting the Commonwealth Bank, and why it was done, we'd get
somewhere. Anything, one would think, would be better than being a "lame-duck" leader who dares
not articulate the real issues.

ARM-TWISTING THROUGH TAXES: With 60 percent unemployment, its few industries in tatters
and its infrastructure decimated, the Palestinians are in an invidious position in the West Bank and
Gaza, as what they see as an occupying force continues to pulverize them. Much has been made of
the so-called illicit arms from Iran, intercepted on their way to the Palestinians by the Israelis. But
nobody mentions the massive arms-supply to Israel from the US, once with the caveat that they
should not be used against the Palestinians. Nobody even bothers to mention this fact any more.

Under an agreement made in the early 1990s, Israel collected taxes paid by Palestinians in the terri-
tories on goods bought in Israel, which were transferred to the Palestinian Authority. Israel currently
holds $US400 million in such taxes, which it has withheld from the Authority for 18 months. It is
now proposing to divert such taxes, paid by the Palestinians, to compensation for damage and security
to itself, incurred during the escalating war. The Australian Financial Review (1/2/02) concluded:

" .... Over the past 18 months Israel's clampdown on the Palestinians has had a devastating impact
....trade in goods and services has slowed to a trickle and social services arefgailing .... Yet withholding
funds from Mr. Arafat has other consequences, such as making the Palestinian Authority more reliant
on Arab countries."

PAYING REFUGEES TO GO HOME: We would be foolish to suggest that Prime Minister Howard
reads On Target. But it is true that events are pushing the Government in the way we have suggested
in the last couple of issues. The Australian Financial Review (1/2/02) reported:

"Australia will offer financial incentives to encourage Afghan asylum seekers to return to their
homeland as part ofa multimillion-dollar assistance package for the strife-torn country. The Prime
Minister, Mr. John Howard, made the surprise announcement after meeting with Afghanistan's interim
leader, Mr. Hamid Karzai, in New York on Wednesday — part of a diplomatic drive by Australia to
restore its tarnished international image ....Australia has pledged $40 million towards the restoration
ofAfghanistan. The incentive scheme is in addition to this money ....."

Meanwhile, former Labor Federal Minister Peter Walsh has hit out lustily at the "soft-labor" elitists
who are trying to exploit the detention-centre issue. After hitting out at the likes of Malcolm Fraser,
Carmen Lawrence, Robert Manne and Duncan Kerr, Walsh pointed out that "mandatory detention"
was introduced not by the Liberals but by Labor in the early 1990s. Mandatory detention laws were
introduced in Western Australia when Carmen Lawrence was Premier. Peter Walsh went on:
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".... The self righteous seem to believe that Australia should take more refugees and not worry about
the few (about 3,500 annually in recent years) who enter the country illegally. There are two gaping
holes in the proposition. If the illegal entrants were welcomed and allowed to melt into the general
community without even testing their refugee claim the 3,500 would increase dramatically. The
problem would become unmanageable as it already has in the UK and much of Western Europe.

"To my knowledge none of the righteous has declared they want a borderless immigration policy.
They are therefore obliged to specify the refugee intake they believe to be acceptable and how they
would lock the gate when that number has been reached. ...."

Which of course, while they play on our heart-strings, they cannot and will not do.

WORLD ECONOMIC FORUM ENDS: | The 2,700 delegates to the WEF in Manhattan paid
$US25,000 to attend left at the end with little achieved. Jenni Russell (AFR, 1/2/02) described it thus:

".... It's the sheer concentration of individuals in possession of power, wealth or knowledge that
makes the privately run forum so desirable to its participants. The thousand chief executives who
attend its annual meeting control, between them, more than 70 percent of international trade. Every
year they are joined by a couple of dozen presidents and prime ministers, by senior journalists, a
changing selection of leading thinkers, academics and diplomats, and by rising stars of the business
world. Access is by invitation only, costs quite afew thousand dollars a timeforbusiness participants,
and is ruthlessly controlled ....."

Paul Kelly in The Australian (6/2/02,who has never hidden his globalist preferences, wrote:

"The business hubris often displayed at the World Economic Forum is dead, a victim ofterror, recession
and scandal .... In New York last weekend there was a conviction that the global system needs renovation
but few solutions were on offer .....New York's meeting was dominated by vulnerability, fragility and
uncertainty. Israel'spolitical genius Shimon Peres said: ‘Confusion is part ofour liberty; ifeverything
was clear then we wouldn't know what freedom was.' Bill Clinton was typically superficial: ‘You
can't have the benefits of globalisation without the vulnerabilities.'"

Kelly reported economist Paul Krugman as one of the most specific: "Krugman told the business
audience to end its patronizing complaints aboutpoor governance in developing nations given Enron's
exposure of the flaws of US capitalism. .... Morgan Stanley's chief economist, Stephen Roach, said
the US contributed 40 percent ofworld gross domestic product growth in the five years to 2001 and
there was no replacement locomotive. The US was taking the world down; a double-dip recession in
2002 wasa real risk ...."

The payment of $US25,000 by delegates to hear such platitudes must have dismayeda few.

GLOBAL SABRE-RATTLING: President Bush's "State-of-the-Union" address, and his subsequent
war-budget were, to any objective listener, appalling. The "axis-of-evil" was enlarged to include
North Korea, Iraq and Iran. His eyes shone, and his audience cheered at the thought of an enlarged
war. Shares in armament industries defied the recession in the rest of the world and rocketed up.
The Ausiralian Financial Review (6/2/02) said:

"The US President, Mr. George Bush, formally launched a new era of deficit spending, sending a
$US2.13 trillion ($A4.17 trillion) Budget that requires tens ofmillions ofdollars offederal borrowing
to payfor vast increases in the military and homeland security spending .... A year ago, the Admini-
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stration said it could cut the amount offederal debt outstanding by $US1.6 trillion by 2007. Instead,
the figure goes up by $58 billion. ....Administration officials defended their changed stance with a

’ ”simple answer: 'This is war'.....

The Budget has allocated $US379 billion to defence — the biggest arms build-up for decades. The
Australian (6/2/02) commented: " .... On Wall Street, defence stocks made strong gains, led by
fighterjet manufacturers Boeing and Lockheed Martin and warship and submarine builder Northropp
Grumman ...."

Just to keep the world free, happy and contented — so long as we do as we are told!

A QUEEN SPEAKS TO HER PEOPLE by Betty Luks:

There were many loyal Australians who quietly celebrated the 50th year of our Queen's ascension to
the throne. West Australia reported enjoying a 'magical' evening at their dinner with guest speaker
Mr. Phillip Benwell of the Monarchist League. It is appropriate for those who share the same values
to celebrate and have fellowship together. We encourage all our readers to organise an occasion to
celebrate the event sometime during the year.

The Queen's Silver Jubilee message — points to ponder: It is fitting that we should ponder on
part of Her Majesty's 1977 Silver Jubilee address delivered in the Guildhall London before
representatives of the Nations and the Commonwealth:

"At the Silver Jubilee of 1935, and at my Coronation, the Empire and the Commonwealth came to
London. This time the travelling is in both directions and I think we can claim to be doing our fair
share.

"During these last twenty-five years I have travelled widely throughout the Commonwealth as its
head, and during those years I have seen, from a unique position ofadvantage, the last great phase
of the transformation of the Empire into Commonwealth and the transformation of the Crown from
an emblem ofdominion into a symbol offree and voluntary association. In all history this has no
precedent..." (emphasis added).

British columnist Hugo Young has described the Queen as "the rock of stability round which the
forces of every kind of experiment in radical change may safely rage." — Listener, February 2nd,
2002.

Sadly, we acknowledge the death of Princess Margaret on Saturday, February 9th. Her Majesty's
younger sister. Our hearts go out also to Elizabeth, the Queen Mother, at the loss of her daughter.
 

SOCIETY CENTRED UPON THE PERSON: Itis the objective of the Australian League of Rights
to help extend that right of free and voluntary association. It is not just a right ofheads of governments,
it is a right which belongs to all men and women — to all Australians. It is the objective, the putting
into practice, in all aspects of human association, of the Golden Rule: "Do unto others as you would
have them do unto you."

Anthony Cooney, discussed just such a concept, developed by C.H. Douglas in Social Credit teaching,
as viewing "Society as a set of dynamic relationships centred upon the person".

The individual, that is you, me, each individual, considered collectively as 'Society', is more important
than the group. Just as each nation, who form the group of nations called the Commonwealth, is
part of the free and voluntary association, so the same principle applies to each individual who forms
the group, whether the group is the family, the community or the nation.
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